
schools of the country, the establishment of an independent chair of Medical Ju-
risprudence, to be filled if possible by teachers who have studied both law and
medicine ; attendance upon one full course of lectures from whom shall be deem-
ed necessary before the medical degree is conferred.
" Resolved, That while this Association regrets that the Association of Super-intendents of American Asylums for the Insane has not yet thought fit to unite

itself more closely with the representative body of American physicians, it still
is of opinion that such union is for their mutual and reciprocal advantage, and
that it ought to be effected without further delay."
On motion, the above was adopted.
After tho transaction of business of minor importance, the Associa-

tion adjourned sine die.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON: THURSDAY, MAY 31, 1866.

THE LATE MEETING OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
The recent meeting in Baltimore, although attended by a smaller

number of delegates than usual, appears to have been quite up to the
average in scientific interest and social enjoyment. It was, perhaps,
almost too much to expect that so near to the border line of the late
Confederacy there should be such a manifestation of cordial feeling
towards the delegates, almost all of whom were from the North, as
would naturally be looked for at a higher latitude. Nevertheless, the
Association had no reason to complain of a want of a hearty welcome.
The hospitalities, both private and public, of the Monumental City
were such as to leave a most grateful recollection in the minds of all
who had the privilege of enjoying them. Our own section was not
so fully represented at the meeting as it should have been. Massa-
chusetts sent but seventeen delegates, and of these only four were
from Boston. We see no reason to suppose there was any other cause
for this than the remoteness of the place of meeting, and the natural
diminution, through the lapse of time, of the enthusiasm which for-
merly led a larger number of delegates to attend meetings held at
much more distant localities. We learn that the communications read
were fully equal to those usually presented, and that some were of
uncommon merit ; so that the next volume of the Transactions will
come quite up to its predecessors in value, if it does not go beyond
them.
The important subject of Specialties in Medicine came before the

Association again this year, through the Committee on Medical Ethics.
A majority and minority report on .this subject were presented, of
which the Philadelphia Reporter speaks as follows :—
" No true, high-minded man should, in our opinion, have objected

to the majority report, which, so far from condemning the practice of
specialties, rather favored it within proper professional bounds. The
minority report was a sorry affair, an insult to the intelligence of tho
congregated wisdom of the medical profession of America; and the
attempts of the ultra specialists to relieve themselves of so question-
able a backing, were decided failures. Such a complete breakdown
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is not often witnessed. The whole bearing of these ultra specialists
was offensive, as it has always been. The right to practise special-
ties has never been questioned by the Association, and never will be,
so long as it is done within the bounds of professional propriety.
But these men have thrust themselves upon the Association, and ap-
peared last year at Boston, in a report from the chairman of their own
committee—which, confessedly, he did not submit to the other mem-
bers of the committee, because lie knew they would not approve it—
which was arrogant and insulting in the last degree.* We think
they should be satisfied with the exhibition they have already made of
themselves, and spare the Association the execution of the threat that
they will appear again and again, until their claims are recognized.
These, so far as developed, seem to be simply that they be recognized
as the leaders of the profession, and be allowed to advertise in the
public newspapers. They can do both, to the extent of their abili-
ty—outside of the Association. '

That body has made no objection to
the practice of specialties, and will make none, when carried on in the
spirit of its Code of Ethics."
By some of the specialists above referred to, wc can readily believe

that these strictures are fully deserved. Those who listened to their
conceited and arrogant assumptions last year in Boston will, we think,
entirely agree with us in opinion. We cannot think, however, that a
report from the distinguished gentleman whose signature it bore can

by any possibility have merited such severe language. All who know
him, know him to be actuated by the highest motives, and unselfish
almost to extravagance. Whatever may be his opinions concerning
the utility and perfect propriety of exclusive devotion to any single
branch of practice, no one here will believe him capable of counte-
nancing in any way such outrageous proceedings as the author of the
advertisement in our extract is capable of.

Mess?-s. Editors :—In your Journal of May 17, you say, editorially,
"Dr. Snow, of Providence, maintains that there is a cholera-genera-
ting belt traversing the ocean at this time towards the west, and that
the ships which recently arrived at Halifax and New York with this
disease on board were infected by passing through this belt."
Permit me to say that this is a mistake, and, of course, your subse-

quent comments upon it are founded upon an error. I object to the
word "belt," and think I have never used it in this connection. It
gives an idea of extent of the cause of cholera which I do not believe
exists this year. I have said that "the atmospheric cause of cholera
is evidently now on the Atlantic Ocean, and probably " (not certainly)
" approaching this country."
There is no doubt in my mind* that there is a cause of cholera, com-

monly called atmospheric, which is sufficient to produce the disease,
" * The legitimate conclusion which this gentleman has reached, may be learned by the

following, cut from the columns of a daily paper of this city :—
__<"[LT' SURGICAL OPERATIONS ON THE EYE.-Dr. HOMBERGER, OCULIST,

editor of the American Ophthalmic Journal, informs the public that he is prepared to per-
form all SURGICAL OPERATIONS necessary to restore SIGHT or correct DEFORMITY.
In no cate will he make a charge unless perfectly SUCCESSFUL. Dr. HOMBERGER
can be peen at Dr. VON MOSCHZISKER'S Office, No. 1031 WALNUT Street. Hours from
11, A.M., to 2, P.M.' "
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in connection with local causes, de novo ; and without any connection
with other cases of the disease. I think an example of this is found
'in the steamships England and Virginia, as thorough investigation has
failed to show any connection between tho disease on those vessels
and elsewhere. But, without discussing this question, permit mo to
say that my observations of the progress of the disease indicate a
radical difference between the present and former epidemics. The
disease reached France and England by a route entirely different from
that of former years ; though severe in some places, it was not so
wide spread, and generally prevalent ; it did not continue to show
itself through the winter in England and France as in the winters of
1848 and 1853 ; as the spring opens, it has not appeared in England
as in former tycars ; and it has not appeared so generally in emigrant
vessels as in those years. These facts, and others which might be
given, lead me to believe that the travelling cause of cholera, com-
monly called atmospheric, is limited in extent, more than usually
erratic in its progress, and possibly may not reach this country this
year. Also, that if it does reach us, as it probably will, it will not be
like the wide spread epidemics of 1849 and 1854 ; but more in the
form of local endemics, and not severe except where the local causes
are unusually bad, as they were on the steamships England and Vir-
ginia. E. M. Sxow, M.D.
Providence, R. I., May 22, 1866.
In reply to the above, we would say that wo used the word "belt"

in the article referred to as an expressive term, intended to convey in
a word the idea of limitation of the infectious district in its eastern
and western boundaries, no data having been presented to define its
northern and southern limits. If in using it we have given an erro-
neous impression of Dr. Snow's opinions, no one can regret it more
than ourselves. With regard to our comments, however, we must
confess we do not see that their significance is in any degree weaken-
ed, if instead of understanding him as implying the existence of a
moving "belt" of infection, he believes in a moving "atmospheric
cause " covering a definite area of surface.

National Quarantine.—Tho following concurrent resolution has been
adopted by both houses of Congress :—
" Resolved, by the Senate and Rouse of Representatives of the United

Stales of America, in Congress assembled, That tho Secretary of the
Treasury he, and he hereby is authorized to make and carry into effect
such orders and regulations of quarantine as in his opinion may be
deemed necessary and proper, in aid of State or municipal authorities,
to guard'against the introduction of the cholera into the ports of the
United States ; and the Secretary of the Treasury is further author-
ized to direct the revenue officers, and officers commanding revenue

cutters, to aid in the. execution of such quarantine and health laws as

may seem necessary."
Syphilis communicated by a Kiss.—At a recent meeting of the Chi-

cago Medical Society a member related the history of a young woman,
whose irreproachable character left no doubt of tlie truth of her nar-

rative, who experienced the horrors of syphilitic inoculation, through
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a kiss from the gentleman to whom she was engaged. A chancre
upon the lip was the result of this caress, and subsequent medical in-
vestigation revealed the fact that the young man was at the time'
under treatment for syphilitic ulcération of the throat.
We have ourselves seen a similar case in which we had reason to

believe syphilis was communicated in the same way.

The Record of New England in the War.—Of the loyal States, New
England lost tlie heaviest proportion of killed and wounded, in the
men it contributed to the national army, nearly 45 per 1,000 ; the
Western States next, 37 per 1,000 ; the Middle States about 32 per
1,000, and the border States 25 per 1,000. Kansas heads the list of
States—more than half the able-bodied men there entered the army,
and sixty-one of every thousand of them were killed or died of wounds.
Vermont stands next in the list—her losses in killed and those who
died of wounds amounted to upwards of 58 per 1,000 ; Massachusetts
lost nearly 48 per 1,000 ; New Hampshire over 47.

VITAI« STATISTICS OF BOSTON.
For the Week ending Saturday, May 26th, 1866.

DEATHS.

Males. Females. Total
Deaths during theweek. - 36 38 74
Ave. mortalityof corresponding weeks for ten years, 1855—1865 39.5 31.9 74.4
Average corrected to increased population - 00 00 81.15
Death of persons above90. 0 1 1

We must ask the indulgence of our friends, several of whose communications have been
necessarily crowded out of the presentnumber of the Journal by the Report of the Pro-
ceedings of tho American Medical Association.
Communications Received.—Erysipelas ; Cases illustrating its Natural History. By B.

E. Cotting, M.D.—Case of Supposed Hydatids of the Uterus. By Daniel E. Wells, M.D.—
Diarrhoea and Paralysis of the Rectum and Bladder cured by Alum. By Dr. H. Russell.—
Case of Nievas, or Hypertrophy, Corrugation and Discoloration of the Skin. By G. J. Ar-
nold, M.D.—Case of Thoracic Aneurism. By H. I. Bowditeh, M.D.—Report of Transac-
tions of the Iowa State Medical Society.—Annual Address before the Norfolk District Medi-
cal Society. By Stephen Salisbury, M.D.Books Received.—Why Not ? A Book for eveiy Woman. The Prize Essay to which
the American Medical Association awarded the gold medal for 1865. By H. R. Storer,M.D.
Boston : Lee & Shepard.
Journals Received.—Medical Record, Nos. 5 and 6.—Medical Reporter, Nos. 5 and 6.

—Medical and Surgical Reporter, Nos. 18-21.—NewYork Medical Journal for May.—Rich-
mond Medical Journal for May.—Atlanta Medical Journal for May.—Detroit Review of
Medicine and Pharmacy for May.—Cincinnati Journal of Medicine for May.—Cincinnati
Lancet and Observer for May.—Southern Journal of Medical Sciences for May.—St. Louis
Medical and Surgirai Journal, for May and June—Dental Cosmos for May.—Pacific Medical
and Surgical Journal for April.—Druggists' Circular for May.T-Philadelpb.ia Univ. Journal ofMedicine and Surgery for April.—Journal of Materia Medica, Pharmacy and Chemistry for
April and May.—Chicago Medical Journal for May.—Chicago Medical Examiner for May.
—Ophthalmic Review for April.—L'Union Médicale, Nos. 45-56.—Journal of tlie Society of
Arts, vol. xiv., No. 700.
Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, May 20th, 71. Males, 36—

Females, 38. Accident, 1—apoplexy, 1—congestion of the brain, 2—disease of the brain, 2—
bronchitis, 3—cancer, 2—consumption, 19—convulsions, 1—croup, 2—debility, 1—diar-
rhoea, 2—diphtheria, 1—dropsy, 1—dropsy of the brain, 3—dysentery, 1—erysipelas, 2—
typhoid fever, 1—infantile disease, 3—disease of the kidneys, 1—disease of the liver, 4—con-
gestion of the lungs, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 6—marasmus, 2—paralysis, 1—peritoni-
tis, 1—premature birth, 1—rheumatism, 1—stone (in bladder), 1—disease of the stomach, 1
—thrush, 1—unknown, 3—urœmia, 1—inflammation of the uterus, 1.
Under 5 years of age, 27—between 5 and 20 years, 9—between 20 and 40 years, 15—be-

tween 40 and 60 years, 11—above 60 years, 12. Born in the United States, 47—Ireland, 19—
other places, 8.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON on August 15, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


